DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
territory, forty miles long and eighty yards wide, running clean
across Czechoslovakia, for a great strategic and trade thorough-
fare, German-built, German-owned, German-operated, German-
controlled. It is a strip of Germany laid across Czechoslovakia,
reducing Czechoslovakia to a German-guarded compound. It is
completely extra-territorial. If a German commits any crime or
offence in that zone he has to be tried by German, not by Czecho-
slovak, courts.
Czech labour is building it. It-is a Great Wall of China running
across Czechoslovakia. There are no Czechoslovak frontiers to
crystallize, to guarantee. The Czech lands are part of the Reich. I
wrote in Insanity Fair that the Czechs would soon be subjects of
the Reich, that they would be making arms for Germany in peace,
and in war either bearing them for Germany or digging trenches
for her — at all events, helping in some form to prosecute that war.
In constructing that great road, clean across their own land, they
are already labour-soldiers of the Reich, The most they can hope
for is home-rule in their own lands. Hitler has said that lie does not
want Czechs to be conscribed for military service, and this is a
Very astute move, if he abides by his word. It means that, though
they will have to perform every manner of other task for Germany,
they will not be required actually to fight in the front line*
So much for the guaranteed frontiers* Then you were told of a
plebiscite* That is a word that always makes appeal to English-
men. You saw the British Legion, in their blue suits and peaked
caps, marching in the roads about Olympia. They, you thought,
would see fair play.
There was, of course* no plebiscite. But that is not the point.
The point is that any plebiscite would have been a farce* What do
you expect from a plebiscite, from a British Legion who go to see
fair play? It is not the fear of being assaulted at the polling-booths
that makes people vote this way or that, it is the fear of what is
going to happen to them afterwards, of losing their jobs, of being
marked men. A million men of the British Legion cannot protect
them against that.
But nevertheless I regret that the British Legion did not
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